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he American electorate votes on lumerous 
political offices and issue ach ye.ar and 2008 
looks to be a busy el~ction e r. The upcoming 
year includes elections for 33 U.S. Senate seats 

and all members of the House 0 Rep~ntatives. 

In addition, approximately 4 st:1 es .d the District 
of Columbia have presldeliti I primanes scheduled 
January through March ne t year B-ef re the general 
election on Tuesday, ov . ~008. Jocal and state 
primaries, special electi nd neral elections will 
be taking place Ole 55 l e untry. This can be a hec­
tic time for poli iii t • am aign committees 
and committees of poll . aJ pa ies. 

Mailings are create by indi 'idual candidates, their 
campaign orgam7..i1 ion and local, state, and national 
committe of oH I parties. If your campaign 
organization' _ pI nnlng to prepare its own mailings 
using volumeers.. i5 best to determine if any of 
your campoli or ers and volunteers have recent 
mail prepa experience. Your local Post Office 
can r VIde sis nee and answer any questions you 
may have. 

MA UNG ASS STA CE 
CommLll.ees of political parties, candidates and the 

candidates campaign organizations should contact the 
Post Office were t ey currently holdmailiog per­
mits or plan t ap .iy for a mailing ermit, and obtain 
necess I} info alia on mail fie <I tion standards, 
proced r s and hours and of busin mail 
acceptance. errry the statu ,. n m iliJl i 
and nonprofi authorizatl ns If a p I I as elf as 
information on eliible rar ,in 1 dl uto Lion 
rates and destination ent planL'l,'~rified rno .5 ip­
ment (PVDS) mailings. A listing 01 all domestic mail 
prices can be found on Postal Explorer at pe.[;sps.com, 
click Ratefold (Notice 123). 

Your Post Office can review proper preparation,
 
makeup and handling of mailings. It can explain the
 
use and associated costs of ancillary service endorse­

ments, and advise of any restrictions as to what can
 
and may not be mailed as Standard Mail and what
 
can be mailed at Nonprofit Standard Mail rates.
 

MAJL Sf V CE POV DERS 
Political campaign workers and staff may be unfa­

miliar with mailing standards and how USPS pro­
cesses and delivers the mail, resulting in unrealistic 
plans. Obtaining the assistance of a mailing profes­
sional, such as a letter shop or presort bureau, means 
getting sound advice before printing and making 
commitments about preferred mailpiece designs and 
characteristics, optimum addressing and automa­
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tiol'l features, and ideal mailing schedules to enable 
timely delivery. 

Letter shops and presort bureaus specialize in 
preparing mailings for customers. Some of these 
businesses can take care of the entire mail prepara­
tion process, from printing your mailpiece to entering 
your mailing at the Post Office. You can find these 
businesses by doing a Web search or by Jooking 
in the phone book under "letter shops," "mailing 
services" or "printing." Also, see the article "Connect­
ing to Mail-Related Services," on page 9. Mail service 
providers can help you: 

•	 Obtain an address list. 
•	 Design and print your mailpieces.
 

Sort your mailpieces.
 
•	 Possibly reduce your postage. 
•	 Enter your mail into the mailstream. 

GENERA REMINDERS 
"he shape of the mailpiece is now a significant 

factor in the price you pay. Our price structures pro­
vide opportunities for mailers to obtain lower rates if 
they can reconfigure mailpieces into mail shapes that 
reduce postal processing costs. 

• Discount mailings are subject to specific volume, 
marki g and preparation requirements and must be 
entered at a business mail entry unit of the Post Of­
fice were the permit is held and the annual mailing 
-ee paid for the d s rmaii being used. 

• Mailpi ces paid with precanceled stamps must 
b ar a omplete omestic return address. 

~ !<Ige statements were issued May ,14 and 
01 editions are no longer acceptable. Current post­
age 5t"a[ements can be obtained from your local Post 
om e, as well as online at pe.usps.com, click Postage 
Statements. Then dick First Class, Priority and Express 
Mail Forms, or Standard Mail Forms, as appropriate. 

If you enter mailings at Post Offices supported 
by PostalOne', you can take advantage of this system's 
ability to submit postage statements using a secure 
Internet connection. All you need is an [nternet con­
nection and a logon 10. The system offers different 
features for mail owners as well as mailing agents. For 
additional information, go to usps.com/postalone and 
under New Customers - Apply for a PostalOne! account, 
click Learn More. 

"Machinable letters" (automation-compatible 
letters not barcoded by the mailer) now have simpli­
fied preparation. Except for origin/entry 3-digit trays, 
if applicable, preparation now consists of automated 
area distribution center <AADO and mixed AADC 
tray preparation. 
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Average daily 
number of First­
Class cards and 
letters mailed: 82 
million. Number 
of First·Closs 
cords a nd letters 
moiled on Dec. 
17, the busiest 
moiling day of the 
year; 275 million. 
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